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5 2nd Street
Herminie, PA 15637
http://pokrov.iksnazul.com/

Cantor
Joseph Luzanski

Confessions
One half hour before
the divine liturgy or
by appointment

Liturgical Schedule
Divine Liturgy
Sunday: 9 am
Holyday: 9 am

Twenty-nineth Sunday after Pentecost
Tone 4

Sunday Before
Christmas

St. Boniface, Martyr, put to death A.D. 290 in
the reign of Diocletian, Emperor.

Served By
Rev. Michael J. Huszti

Cell Phone: 724-550-0063
150 Alamedia Road
Butler, PA 16001

Christmas time is a season filled with memories. As
December 25th approaches, we are confronted with a
double dose of memory-evoKing events: the end of another
year and the passing of another Christmas. No wonder we
find ourselves reflecting on the past.

This year, as we celebrate this Christmas, and give thanks
for the ones that have gone before, let us thank God for all
His blessings: past, present, and future. And let us Keep
our happy memories of Christmas forever in our hearts.

Let us remember in our prayers all of our friends
and parish family members who are sick at home or
in a nursing facility and for all who are in need of
our prayers.

Please let Father Michael know of those in need of
prayer.

ecenmber
19 Sunday Before Christmas (Holy Fathers)

24 Christmas Eve
No Services Scheduled

25 G Qtativity of ot il Cood and Swvior, Hedud
(hrear
9 am Compline with Divine Liturgy

26 Synaxis of the Most Holy Mother of God,
Sunday after Christmas: Commemoration of
the Holy Righteous David the King, Joseph the
Betrothed, and James the Brother of the Lord

27 First-Martyr and Archdeacon Stephen
9 am Divine Liturgy

Father Michael has been called away this Sunday,
but he will be back in time for Christmas. There are
no services scheduled for Christmas Eve.
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he Sunday before Christmas is known tas the

Sunday of the Holy Genealogy. On this day the
Church commemorates the ancestors of Christ
from Adam to Joseph the Betrothed. Christ’s full
humanity meant not just that he possessed a
human nature but that he had blood relatives, and
that he came from a long family line. One of the
shortcomings of modern culture is the tendency to
leave the past behind and focus on the now. This
has resulted in people feeling rootless and incom-
plete.

We remember our ancestors because they are
part of us. To remember our family and our
family roots is to affirm our humanity; likewise, to
overlook our family connections is to diminish our
humanity. To remember is an act of love and
faithfulness. We all came from somewhere. Our
family heritage is a source of blessing and
sometimes a source of pain. As Christians we have
both a biological and a spiritual family lineage.
Salvation in Christ extends to both family lines. St.
Paul writes in Ephesians 3:14-15:

For this reason | bow my knees to the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the whole
family in heaven and on earth is named....

ere Paul is looking to the future when all of
humanity and creation become one family
under the fatherhood of God.

n this day, the Sunday before the Nativity of
Christ, we have been enjoined by our holy
and God-bearing Fathers to make commemoration

of all them that from the beginning of time have
been well-pleasing unto God, from Adam even
unto Joseph the Betrothed of the Most Holy
Theotokos, according to genealogy, as Luke the
Evangelist and Prophetesses,especially of Daniel
the Prophet and the three holy youths.

It is also known as the Sunday of the Holy
Genealogy. We remember the aforementioned
names, those in the Old Testament who were
related to Christ by blood, and those who
spoke of His Birth as a man. In the Divine
Liturgy, we shall read of Jesus Christ’s lineage
from the Gospel of Saint Matthew. In this way,
the Church shows us that Christ truly became
a man, taking on human nature. He was not a
ghost, an apparition, a myth, a distant imagined
god, or the abstract god of philosophers; such
a god does not have a family tree. Our God is
the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He has
flesh and blood, human ancestors—many of
whom sinned greatly, but like David, also
repented greatly. Yet, all of these righteous
ones in every age had been well-pleasing to
God because they loved Him. By taking on
human nature, the Son of God became like us
in all ways, in flesh and blood, in mind and
soul, and in heart and will. He differed from us
in only one way: He could not sin. Since we
know that Christ’'s human nature remained
sinless, He is also fully divine, and He shows
us the way in which we can avoid sin, and so
improve and transform our human nature.

By their holy intercessions, O God, have mercy
upon us and save us. Amen.




