
Reminder:  There is a list for Divine Liturgy 
and Sanctury Lamp intentions in the 
vestibule of the church.

Twentyfirst Sunday after Pentecost

St. Hosea, Prophet, a descendant of Isachar, lived in 

the 8th century B.C.

St. Andrew of Crete, Venerable­Martyr opposed the 

Iconoclasts and reproached the Emperor 

Constantine for his impiety.  The enraged monarch 

ordered him to be seized and tortured, from which he 

died A.D. 761
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PPRROOTTEECCTTIIOONN  OOFF  TTHHEE  TTHHEEOOTTOOKKOOSS  AANNDD  EEVVEERR  VVIIRRGGIINN  MMAARRYY

((PPookkrroovv))

Liturgical Schedule
Divine Liturgy
Sunday: 9am
Holyday: 9am

Confessions
One half hour before the 

divine liturgy or by 
appointment

Typika (Gk. typiká; Slav. 
izobrazítelnaya) is an optional service 
in the daily cycle of the Byzantine 
liturgical tradition. In its modern form, 
it is intended for use on days when the 
Divine Liturgy is not or cannot be 
celebrated.

Today's Liturgy Intention

Served By
No Pastor Has Been Assigned

Today Our Visiting Pastor Is
Deacon Sean Petrisko

Living and deseased members of the parish.

November
8 Synaxis of the Archangel Michael and the 
Other Bodiless Powers

15 Nativity Fast 

21 The Entry of the Most Holy Mother of God 
into the Temple

We are mindful of the issues caused by the 
corona virus and we want to keep our 

congregation and our visitors safe . The church 
is wiped down after each service. There is also 
plenty of space for social distancing.

Teachings of Christ

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you." (Matthew 7:7,8 ESV)

October 17th 2021



How deeply is the Lord rooted in you? – This 
good seed is worthy of admiration. Rich and 

well­productive land brings froth fruit a 
hundredfold. They say that the best soils 
sometimes under cultivation produce a 
hundredfold, so this is a mark of every fertile and 
productive spot. One of the holy prophets said 
from the mouth of God, “And all nations shall 
congratulate you because you are a desirable 
land.” (Mal 3:12) When the divine word falls upon 
a pure mind skillful in cleansing itself from things 
hurtful, it fixes its root deeply and shoots up like 
an ear of corn. It brings its fruit to perfection being 
strong in blade and beautifully flowered. (St. Cyril 
of Alexandria)
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The rejection of the sacred images, 
particularly those of Christ, is 

ultimately a denial of the Incarnation. 
The very choice of location for the 
council expressed this idea; at the time 
it was called, the two previous 
ecumenical councils and the important 
synod ‘in Trullo’ had all been held in 
Constantinople. The Empress Irene, 
who as regent of her young son 
Constantine VI, arranged for a council 
to condemn iconoclasm, had tried to 
hold it in the imperial capital, but it was 
broken up by soldiers friendly to the 
iconoclast heresy. It was therefore 
moved to Nicaea, where the first 
ecumenical council had gathered 462 
years earlier to condemn the Arian 
heresy that denied the true divinity of 
Christ. (To put this in chronological 
perspective, a greater distance in time 
than that between Trent and Vatican II.)

The refusal to depict Christ is a 
rejection of the fullness of His 

humanity, which is real, solid, and 
“circumscribed”, i.e., subject to 
limitations, and therefore capable of 
being expressed in an image. His 
humanity is the means of our 
redemption and salvation, as we 
confess in the Creed every Sunday, “For 
us men and for our salvation He came 
down from Heaven etc.” In the eighth 
and final session, the Council therefore 
also anathematized all who do not 
confess that “Christ our God is 
circumscribed according to His 
humanity.” The Greek word 
“perigrapton – circumscribed” is related 
to the verb “graphein – to write”, the 
term which is traditionally used in 
Greek to refer to the painting of icons. 
None of this is accidental.

October 17th 2021

Sunday of the Fathers of the Seventh Ecumenical 
Council

GREGORY DIPIPPO

On the Sunday of the Fathers of the Seventh 
Ecumenical Council, the Church remembers 

the 350 holy Fathers of the Seventh Ecumenical 
Council, Nicea II, under the holy Patriarch 
Tarasius.

In the Byzantine tradition, today is the 
commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the 

Seventh Ecumenical Council, the second held in 
the city of Nicaea, at which the Iconoclast heresy 
was condemned, and the sacred images restored 
to their rightful places for the veneration of the 
Christian faithful. At the seventh session of 
Second Nicaea, the definitive decree on the 
veneration of images was promulgated, on 
October 13, 787; the commemoration is fixed 
according to various traditions to a Sunday close 
to that date. At the Russicum here in Rome, the 
homilist reminded us of an important truth about 
Second Nicaea, namely, that it did not decree that 
sacred images are merely good and useful, but 
that they are necessary!


