
RReemmiinnddeerr::   
There is a list for Divine Liturgy and Sanctury Lamp 

intentions in the vestibule of the church.

25th Sunday after Pentecost
Tone 1

 Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple. (This Feast 
was introduced in Constantinople about the year A.D. 

700.)

5 2nd Street
Herminie, PA 15637

http://pokrov.iksnazul.com/

Cantor
Joseph Luzanski

PPRROOTTEECCTTIIOONN  OOFF  TTHHEE  TTHHEEOOTTOOKKOOSS  AANNDD  EEVVEERR  VVIIRRGGIINN  MMAARRYY

((PPookkrroovv))

Liturgical Schedule
Divine Liturgy
Sunday: 9am
Holyday: 9am

Confessions
One half hour before 
the divine liturgy or by 

appointment

The greatest gift of God to us is the gift of 
sharing His life. We have been made 

“partakers of the divine nature” (2 Peter 1:4): a 
process begun in us at our christening. When we 
live a life of faith, this relationship is deepened, 
furthering the process of our divinization or theosis. 
This movement continues in us through life and 
death and will not be complete until the resurrection 
of all mankind on the last day. Then our risen 
bodies as well as our spirits will share in the 
resurrection life and partake in glory. “We know we 
shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is” (1 
John 3:2).

Nativity Fast November 15th thru December 24th

November
21 The Entry of the Most Holy Mother of God into the 
Temple

December
6 St Nicholas the Wonderworker and Archbishop of 
Myra in Lycia
9 (8) The Conception of the Most Holy Mother of 
God by the Righteous Anna

We are mindful of the issues caused by the 
corona virus and we want to keep our 

congregation and our visitors safe . The church is 
wiped down after each service. There is also plenty 
of space for social distancing.

“If you stand before the Redeemer’s icon or that of the 

Mother of God, stand as if you were before the Lord 

Jesus Christ Himself or before the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Keep your intelligence without any representation, for 

there is a great difference between standing before the 

Lord in His very presence and representing Him to the 

imagination. In the latter case, attention is not given to 

prayer directly, but is held by traditional impressions 

which only skim the surface of our consciousness.”“If you 

stand before the Redeemer’s icon or that of the Mother 

of God, stand as if you were before the Lord Jesus Christ 

Himself or before the Blessed Virgin Mary. Keep your 

intelligence without any representation, for there is a 

great difference between standing before the Lord in His 

very presence and representing Him to the imagination. 

In the latter case, attention is not given to prayer directly, 

but is held by traditional impressions which only skim the 

surface of our consciousness.”

November 21st 2021

For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth 
come knowledge and understanding. 

(Proverbs 2:6 ESV)

Happy Thanksgiving
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What will you be giving thanks for when you 
sit down to your turkey dinner this month? 

Will someonesay grace and mention food, 
family, and friends? It’s good to recognize that 
“every good and perfect gift is from above, 
comes down from the Father of Lights” ( James 
1:17), but God’s word invites us to recognize 
even greater reasons to be grateful. Saint. Paul 
positively overflows with gratitude as he 
addresses the Christians of Ephesus: “Blessed be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with 
every spiritual blessing in Christ” (Ephesians 
1:3). That’s three “blessings” in one verse!

Father Jack Custer, S.S.L., S.T.D.

The Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple is 

an historical feast. According to Tradition, the 

Theotokos was taken – presented – by her parents 

Joachim and Anna into the Jewish Temple in 

Jerusalem as a young girl, where she lived and 

served as a Temple virgin until her betrothal to 

Saint Joseph. One of the earliest sources of this 

tradition is the noncanonical Protoevangelion of 

James, also called the Infancy Gospel of James. 

Mary was solemnly received by the temple 

community, which was headed by the priest 

Zachariah, the father of John the Baptist. She was 

led to the holy place to become herself the “holy of 

holies” of God, the living sanctuary and temple of 

the Divine child who was to be born in her. The 

Church also sees this feast as a feast which marks 

the end of the physical temple in Jerusalem as the 

dwelling place of God. Many hymns are offered for 

the Vespers and Matins of this feast, but I will offer 

only one for you here, which highlights the glory of 

the Theotokos replacing the glory of the 

Temple: “O faithful, let us leap for joy today, 

singing psalms and hymns of praise in honor 

of Mary, His Mother, the holy Tabernacle and 

Ark that contained the Word Whom nothing 

can contain. She is offered to God as a child 

in a marvelous way, and Zechariah the high 

priest receives her with great joy, for she is the 

dwelling place of the Most High” (Vespers, At 

Psalm 40). How fitting that we celebrate this 

feast in the midst of the Philippian Fast as a 

deeper preparation for the Feast of the 

Nativity of our Lord. priest 

Angels are an integral part of the Christian life. In 

the Eastern Churches, we acknowledge their role in 

our daily lives, and even identify ourselves 

mystically with them in our liturgical life.  Our lives 

begin with the baptismal prayer which includes the 

line, “During (his-her) lifetime, give (him-her) the 

companionship of an angel of light to rescue (him-

her) from every snare lying in (his-her) path, from 

the encounter of the evil one, from the noonday 

demon and every evil imagination”

Carpathian Wooden Churches 
is the name of a UNESCO 

World Heritage Site that consists 
of nine wooden religious buildings 
constructed between the 16th and 
18th centuries in eight different 
locations in Slovakia


